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50 Years After Apollo 11 Landing

Worshipful Brother Greg Muir in the August 2017 edition of the Ashlar, noted some
interesting events that took place during the lunar landing 50 years ago.  It is documented
that Col. Edwin Eugene “Buzz” Aldrin took communion moments before stepping foot on
the surface of the moon.  That isn’t the only notable masonic event that took place during
that mission.

In an article from the Scottish Rite Southern Jurisdiction's old magazine, The New Age,
December 1969 issue discusses Neil Armstrong and Brother Buzz Aldrin's historic Apollo 11
walk on the Moon 50 years ago. While Brother Aldrin was on the Moon, he claimed our
lunar neighbor for the Masonic jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Texas. Aldrin was a
member of Clear Lake Lodge # 1417 A.F.&A.M. in Texas when he stepped onto the surface
of the Moon. He carried with him special deputation from the Grand Master of Masons in
Texas to claim it as being in the territorial jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Texas.  In the
wake of Aldrin's Masonic space mission, the Grand Lodge of Texas formed Tranquility
Lodge No. 2000, named after Tranquility Base, the location of Apollo 11's landing. 

On July 20, 1969, two American Astronauts landed on the moon of
the planet Earth, in an area known as Mare Tranquilitatis, or "Sea
of Tranquility". One of those brave men was Brother Edwin Eugene (Buzz) Aldrin, Jr., a member of Clear 
Lake Lodge No. 1417, A.F.&A.M., Seabrook, Texas. Brother Aldrin carried with him Special Deputation of 
then Grand Master J. Guy Smith, constituting and appointing Brother Aldrin as Special Deputy of the Grand 
Master, granting unto him full power in the premises to represent the Grand Master as such and authorize 
him to claim Masonic Territorial Jurisdiction for The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Texas, Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons, on The Moon, and directed that he make due return of his acts. Brother Aldrin 

certified that the Special Deputation was carried by him to the Moon on July 20, 1969.

Tranquility Lodge 2000 was Chartered by The Grand Lodge of Texas for the purpose of promoting, encouraging, conducting and 
fostering the principles of Freemasonry, and to assist in promoting the health, welfare, education and patriotism of children worldwide.
The Grand Lodge of Texas is the first Grand Lodge to have a Member step onto the Moon, Brother Buzz Aldrin, in 1969. Through this
event, The Grand Lodge of Texas has Chartered Tranquility Lodge 2000 for the purpose providing Fraternal Assistance to Masonic 
Organizations and other worthy organizations who help make life better for all living on Earth.  Tranquility Lodge 2000 is based in 
Texas under auspices of The Grand Lodge of Texas until such time as the Lodge may hold its meetings on the Moon.  All Master 
Masons in good standing are eligible to join this unique lodge that commemorates the extraordinary efforts of so many celebrated 
artists.

Aldrin also carried a handmade silk Masonic flag with him on his space 
journey, embroidered with the words, “Supreme Council, 33°, Southern 
Jurisdiction, USA.” After his mission on September 16, 1969, Brother Aldrin 
visited the House of the Temple in Washington, DC, and presented the flag to 
Grand Commander Luther Smith. The flag is now located in the archives of 
the House of the Temple. 

If the goal is to spread light wherever we go, then why not spread light past 
earth’s boundaries and into the darkest places we can reach? Brother Aldrin 
did just that, proving the point that “when man reaches new worlds, Masonry 
will be there.”



From The East

We are over half-way through the 
Masonic Year and the tempo has yet to
slow down.  We are still trying to 
advance several brothers through the 
degrees and continue to see potential 

Masons at our monthly breakfasts and Saturday 
morning get together.  The fellowship and 
comradery are in my opinion the dominate reasons 
that Kempsville Lodge continues to grow and be a 
very healthy lodge. 

Over the past several weeks we visited Mann-Page 
Lodge No. 157 in Providence Forge and observed a
contingent of our English Brethren exemplify the 
Master Mason’s Degree in their ritualistic style.  
Mann-Page was very welcoming and the degree 
was familiar in some respects, very different in 
others but entertaining and educational in all 
regards.

On the Saturday following our July Stated meeting 
several brothers from Kempsville, 10 to be exact, 
attend the July stated communication at Richmond-
Randolph Lodge No. 19, the longest continuously 
operating lodge in the Western Hemisphere.  
Meetings have been held in that lodge, Mason’s 
Hall, since 1787 and have hosted many notable 
brothers and served as the Grand Lodge of Virginia
for many years.

I want to thank all of the brothers that attended 
these special visits and those that attend our stated
and called meetings.  Attendance to all of these 
events has been exceptional and provides a 
glimpse into the fraternity that abounds in 
Kempsville.

Still in planning for the remainder of the year are 
trips to Williamsburg No. 6 and Fredericksburg No.
4 along with events here at home including the 
Annual Lodge Family Picnic in September and the 
Annual Lodge Yard Sale in October. 

Brother Roger Taylor, Worshipful Master

From The West

A Unique and Treasured Gift

Brother Mike Turner recently 
presented the Lodge with a truly 
remarkable gift following the 

completion of his Master Mason’s catechism in 
mid-June – a replacement Tyler’s sword engraved 
with the name of our Lodge and a beautiful 
Masonic storage box for it that is decorated with 
the square and compasses. Mike’s dad, Mr. Aldon 
Turner, fabricated this very impressive lined box, 
which took a month of hard work to construct. 
Although Mr. Turner is not a Mason like his son, 
his representation of the square and compasses 
was spot on. Needless to say, the whole Lodge was 
deeply impressed and moved when Brother Mike 
presented these gifts to us immediately after he 
successfully completed his Master Mason’s 
catechism (see photo below). His kind and 
genuinely heartfelt words about the impact that 
Masonry has had on him will be long remembered 
by those of us who were present. 

Next time you are at Lodge, please take the time to
examine at this wonderful gift. Rumor has it that 
there may be a map to lost Masonic treasure 
hidden inside a secret compartment in the box!

Brother Dave Trzeciakiewicz, Senior Warden

From The South

Brethren, after a couple of weeks slow
down on degree work it appears we 
are back to full operations again.  Our 
candidates are making progress and 
we are moving from EA work to other 
degrees.  This means we need more 

degree participants to execute our ritual.  

Remember, Kempsville holds ritual practice every 
Monday night beginning 7PM.  Please come out 
and join us to brush up on various positions you 
may have done in the past or to learn a new part.  
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You do not have to have done this in the past to 
begin.  New Master Masons are invited as well.  
Even if you are not necessarily interested in 
playing a part in the degree rituals but would just 
like to be more ritually proficient, swing by for the 
fellowship.  We do have fun on Mondays.  

This being said, we are still fortunate in attracting 
new members.  At July Stated we voted to initiate a
new member into the degrees of Freemasonry.  
There will be an Entered Apprentice degree 
conferred in July and with that comes coaching and
mentoring the new candidate. I have commented in
the past about coaches and will do so again.  
Kempsville is in need of Master Masons willing to 
coach. Please consider volunteering for this 
important and vital task.  Most of our current 
coaches have two candidates already.  

By the time you read this, we will have already 
enjoyed another Saturday breakfast.  But looking 
forward (not to spoil the Worshipful Master’s 
Trestleboard), we have the annual Lodge family 
picnic to place on the calendar as well as our new 
annual “Lodge Sale”.  

Brother Mike Denning, Junior Warden

Trestleboard

July 27 ............. Monthly Lodge Breakfast, 8-10AM
July 30 .................. Master Mason Degree, 6:30PM
August 6 ........................ Fellowcraft Degree, 7PM
August 10 ........ Eastern Star Yard Sale, 8AM-3PM
August 13 .......................... Stated Communication

Hawaiian Shirt Night
Dinner 6PM, Lodge 7PM

August 19 .................. District Blood Drive, 2-7PM
August 31 ........ Monthly Lodge Breakfast, 8-10AM

For the latest, up-to-date schedule, check our web site at
www.kempsvillelodge.org.

Youth

Kempsville Chapter of DeMolay
recently went to the Centennial
Session of DeMolay International
in Kansas City and were
designated the International
Champions in the DeMolay
Degree.  This competition included teams from all 
over the United States and several international 
teams.  Congratulations are well deserved for all 
the young men and supporting parents who 
worked extremely hard to achieve this most 
notable achievement.  Well Done!

Masonic Birthdays for August
Allen V. Alewine '08
Joshua A. Arkin '08
Ramon L. Baez, Jr. '08
Ray L. Benton '88
R. Dean Blazier '93
Curtis E. Brannon '65
Raymond Clyburn, Sr. '64
Homer J. Cullifer '65
Bruce A. Cunningham '08
Dennis A. DiMaggio '10
John N. Farr '98
R. Scott Foxwell '02
Moss S. Friedman '91
Noel L. Garo '10
Raymond E. Hall, III '05
Brian K. Headley '00
Walter L. Humphries '71
William T. Kemp, Sr. '66

Jonathan R. King '00
Walter A. Liffick '94
David W. McGowan '05
Newbury E. Meader, Jr. '99
Donald E. Meyer '77
Michael N. Miller '05
Edward F. Myers, III '08
Christopher B. Ovide '11
Gregory M. Remy '08
Jeffrey S. Rohrer '08
Larry B. Scott '10
David T. Silvey '04
Benjamin D. Stair '16
Wesley  C. Thompson '06
Anthony K. Turner '08
Claude W. Watkins, Jr. '91
Thomas G. Webber, Jr. '08

The Brethren shown above have a total of 747
years in Masonry!

In Memoriam

Right Worshipful Hoen McGuire “Mac” Edwards, 
Jr, Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, 
passed to the Celestial Lodge on Wednesday, July 
17, 2019.  Brother Edwards served as Worshipful 
Master of Courtland Lodge No.85, District Deputy 
Grand Master in 1982, and was appointed as the 
Grand Lecturer in 1997, serving in that capacity 
for over 20 years.

Sympathy cards may be mailed to the family at 
37073 Unity Road, Zuni, Virginia 23898-3432. 
Memorial donations may be made to the Franklin 
Baptist Church, 208 N. High St., Franklin, VA 
23851 or the Masonic Home of Virginia, 4101 Nine
Mile Rd., Richmond, VA 23223-4916.

To Our Masonic Widows

Happy Birthday to our special ladies in Auguest:

Dorothy Hudson   August 7th 
Judy Nelliger   August 10th 
Joyce Stukey              August 11th 
Betty Seymourt   August 11th 
Sarah Fayue Ward   August 13th 
Samia Salesby       August 26th 

If any of our ladies are in need of assistance from 
the Lodge, please don't hesitate to contact Right 
Worshipful Bill Knowles or the Secretary.
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Community Service

Kempsville Area Food Bank - Kempsville 
Masonic Lodge continues to collect food items and 
cash donations for a local church food pantry.  
Canned items of all kinds, rice, sugar, peanut 
butter, and instant milk are always good donations.
Any money collected will be used to help pay off 
student lunch debt for Kempsville area schools.  
You may drop off donations at the Lodge anytime 
the building is open.  For the month of May, we 
contributed almost 52 pounds of food stuffs and 
$202 to the pantry.  Keep the contributions coming,
it’s making a difference. 

Stratford Chase Park Cleanup – Kempsville 
Lodge continues to support our community by 
picking up trash at Stratford Chase Park.  Help is 
needed to support this small but worthwhile 
service.

Blood Program

The American Red Cross is 
currently facing a blood emergency!
Your donation is desperately needed
now so blood can be available for 
recipients during this critical time. 
Medical conditions and 
emergencies don't stop during these

times of shortage. Please do everything you can to 
recruit more blood donors for our drives.

The next Masonic Blood Drive is August 19th from 
2-7 PM at Kempsville Lodge hosted by Willis V. 
Fentress Lodge No. 296.

Lodge Breakfast

Another great breakfast at Kempsville Lodge.  
Thanks to all the brethren that work so hard to 
make it happen and the guests that make it such a 
great event.
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