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What Is The Length Of Your Cabletow

The town doctor had returned after graduation from medical school, taken up residence, and opened his 
private practice here in this small French town. He knew the town wasn't big enough to support a doctor,
but this was his home. His roots were here, and he loved the people who lived and toiled here, so he 
treated them when they were ill. He cared for the young women when they were with child, he treated 
measles and mumps, broken arms, bumps and bruises, and the ailments of the adults as the years went 
by. Very few of them were wealthy enough to be able to pay him with money. There were a few who could 
and this helped him keep up his house and office, and purchase a few items of food and clothing. If his 
patient was poor, the doctor would accept whatever they could give him. If they were very poor, he took 
nothing at all. Many were the debts paid with half a pie, or a fat roasting hen. He got along, and he was 
happy to be helping his people. The people loved him for what he did.  And so, he toiled through his life, 
taking good care of them until the time grew near when he must retire. His old eyes grew dim and his 
hands shook so that he wasn't able to care for his patients as they deserved. 

The townspeople held a secret meeting to discuss the old doctor's upcoming retirement. "We must do 
something for him, they all agreed, for the sacrifice he has made for us." "He could have gone into 
practice in a large city and would be retiring wealthy, they said, but what can we do?" "We are a poor 
people and have nothing to give him." "But we do, said one shopkeeper." "All of us make our own wine to 
serve with our meals, I know that we don't have much, but if each of us will provide one pitcher of our 
wine and pour it into a cask, we can give the doctor a whole cask of wine when he retires, so he can relax
at home and sip a glass." "He will be very happy that we have thought enough of him to do this." So, they 
all agreed, and they placed a large wooden cask in the town hall where the old doctor would say his good-
byes. Each of them then brought their stone pitchers, full to the brim, and one by one poured them into 
the cask. After the last pitcher was poured, they tapped in a new cork and sealed the cask. 

A few days later, they all gathered at the hall. After the doctor had said his good-byes and his retirement 
was official, each of the townspeople passed by and clasped his hand, or hugged him close and kissed his 
cheek, each one wanting to express their feelings for him. The old doctor was touched by all this display 
of emotion and, teary eyed, he slowly made his way to his home. The doctor placed his comfortable old 
chair in a shaded area of his porch and went to the cask the people had given him and drew a small cup 
of the wine. When he sipped it, however, it tasted just like water. He thought it must have just settled in 
the cask so he shook it as briskly as he could and drew a second cup, but this one also tasted just like 
water. 

Each of the citizens, you see, thinking that his small contribution would not be
missed in the large cask, secretly filled his pitcher with water instead of wine.
The old doctor was given a full cask of nothing but water. Even though all the
citizens had pledged, each one, their pitcher of wine, they failed to meet their
obligation. 

The tragedy of it all was the sadness for the old doctor. His loss was the greatest
of all. So, it is with life and with this wonderful fraternity of ours, my Brethren.
Never think that your contribution is so small that it will not be missed. There is
no thing that is whole, if only the smallest part is missing.  

Special thanks to Worshipful Bill Nolan for his thoughtful contribution to this
month’s Ashlar.  Next month’s Ashlar will include an article by Worshipful Greg
Muir on his observations of Masonry in Spain on his recent trip. 



From The East

I am extremely happy with the way 
the year is progressing and the results
so far are very positive and 
encouraging.  We currently have nine 
candidates working in the degrees and

several petitions pending ballots.  It looks like we 
will be working as often as possible right up until 
to the Annual Stated.  

We have done more visiting than I planned and 
have a couple of more visits left to do before the 
year is out.  On Thursday, September 19th, we will 
be visiting Reedville Lodge No. 321 in Reedville, 
VA to support our Brother Hank Foiles as he 
presents an interesting and engaging program on 
his years as a professional baseball player.  Visits 
to Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 and Williamsburg 
Lodge No. 6 are still in the planning stages and 
more information and details will follow in the 
coming weeks.

You may noticed some nice changes in the dining 
hall during your next visit to the lodge.  First (and 
most noticeably) is the lighting change.  The old 
fluorescent lights have been replaced by more 
energy efficient, brighter and longer lasting LED 
lights. I want to thank the team that helped make 
this improvement possible, including  Brothers 
Eddie Foley, Mike Blankenship, Gill Clyburn, Ray 
Clyburn, Pat Blankenship, Bob Hughes, John 
Gabor, Karl Wesseler, Dave Trzeciakiewicz (T-Rex) 
and Doug Dunn.  The team removed the old lights 
(including the original lights from the 1950’s that 
were left in place when the fluorescent lights were 
put in) and installed the new LED panels.  These 
lights will now come on instantly with a flick of the 
switch – no more hour-long warm-up period!  Next 
up are the lights in the Lodge room.

You will also notice a cleaner and brighter floor.  
The floors in the dining hall, foyer, kitchen and 
storeroom were recently stripped, sealed and 
waxed.  This treatment should provide a lower 
maintenance surface for the next few months at a 
minimum.  Brothers Bob Hughes, Karl Wesseler, 
Ben Jamal, John Gabor, and one of our Entered 
Apprentices helped clear out the dining hall 
furniture to enable the cleaning company to do 
their magic.

The September Stated meeting is Senior Wardens 
Night and will prove to be a very interesting night 
of Masonry.  Bro. Dave T-Rex has a very well 
thought out agenda that is sure to entertain and 
enlighten.  

I want to thank all of the brothers for their 

continued support in everything the Lodge is doing
to make our fraternity enjoyable and appealing to 
members both new and old. 

Brother Roger Taylor, Worshipful Master

From The West

Even though we are currently in the 
normally quiet summer months of the 
Masonic year, we have been as busy 
as ever with petitions, coaching, and 
degree work. I recently had the 

pleasure of coaching and examining Brother James 
Orlando in the Fellowcraft degree and then 
participating in his raising to the sublime degree of
Master Mason. Brother James, an Aviation 
Ordnanceman, will be transferring with the Navy 
to California in August, but plans on continuing his 
Masonic journey in a California lodge near his duty
station. James has been one of our hardest working
candidates and has been a fixture at our monthly 
breakfasts and dinners as well as full days at our 
last two annual Bull Roasts. We wish him fair winds
and following seas and hope to see him back at 
Kempsville in the near future.

Our annual Lodge picnic will be held on Saturday, 
September 14th from 12-3 PM. Please bring your 
family members to what is always a very good time
including live music, food, good company and, of 
course, Nutty Buddy ice cream cones kept nice and
cold on dry ice. We will have activities and games 
for the children again this year, including a bounce 
house for the kids.

There are even rumors that the Lodge T-Rex may 
show up again this year, assuming he has 
recovered from the dehydration he suffered last 
year running around with the kids in the hot sun.

Brother Dave Trzeciakiewicz, Senior Warden

From The South

Our candidates are making progress 
and we are moving from Entered 
Apprentice work to other degrees.  
This means we need more degree 
participants to execute our ritual.  

Kempsville holds ritual practice every Monday 
night beginning at 7:00PM.  Please come out and 
join us to brush up on various positions you may 
have done in the past or to learn a new part.  You 
do not have to have done this in the past to begin 
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learning.  New Master Masons are certainly invited
as well.  Even if you are not necessarily interested 
in playing a part in the degree rituals but would 
just like to be more ritually proficient, swing by for 
the fellowship.  We do have fun on Mondays and 
Tuesdays.  

I have commented in the past about coaches and 
will do so again.  Kempsville is in need of Master 
Masons willing to coach.  Please consider 
volunteering for this important and vital task.  

Brother Mike Denning, Junior Warden

Trestleboard

August 31 ........ Monthly Lodge Breakfast, 8-10AM
September 9 ............................ Ritual School, 7PM
September 10 .................... Stated Communication

Senior Warden’s Night
Dinner 6PM, Lodge 7PM

September 14 ..................... Family Picnic,12-3PM
September 16 .......................... Ritual School, 7PM
September 17 ... Entered Apprentice Degree, 7PM
September 19 ................................. Fraternal Visit

to Reedville Lodge No. 321
September 23 .......................... Ritual School, 7PM
September 28 .  Monthly Lodge Breakfast, 8-10AM
September 30 .......................... Ritual School, 7PM
October 7 ................................ Ritual School, 7PM
October 8 .......................... Stated Communication

Dinner 6PM, Lodge 7PM

For the latest, up-to-date schedule, check our web site at
www.kempsvillelodge.org.

Masonic Birthdays for September
Christopher K. Adkins '99
Christopher M. Bardin '07
Patrick F. Barnes '95
James M. Beighley '08
David Borntrager '87
Earl F. Bray '83
Fred A. Brewer '68
Ronald W. Clark '16
Gregory R. Cort '11
Richard A. Davis, III '75
Cacey E. DeFord '11
Todd C. DeFord '11
David J. Dutton '13
Robert D. Eberle '11
Robert J. Eisenberg '88
Charles M. Forbes '86
Claude Q. Fulcher '82

Larry R. Hale '03
Larry M. Maples '82
William D. Masters '15
Shepherd W. McClenny '92
Blake C. Miller '14
R. Scott Nester '11
Archie R. Nobles '64
Larry D. Rummel '95
John Paul Tewalt, III '92
John M. Thomas '10
Fritz E. Trojahn '14
Richard W. Walker, II '93
Mark R. Wegesin '05
Christopher C. Widen '96
Glenn R. Wintemberg '76
Matthew H. Zardeskas '09

The Brethren shown above have a total of 705
years in Masonry!

To Our Masonic Widows

Happy Birthday to our special ladies in September:

Katie Whitehurst   September 8th 
Linda Ferris September 14th 
Judith Moyers  September 20th 
Sheryl Stanworth   September 23rd 
Lilz Driscol       September 28th 
Linda Moore   September 29th 
Carolyn McCoy    September 30th 

If any of our ladies are in need of assistance from 
the Lodge, please don't hesitate to contact Right 
Worshipful Bill Knowles or the Secretary.

Health and Welfare

Brethren, our fraternity and specifically our Lodge 
needs your help.  From time to time we all catch a 
“bug” or have an injury that takes us off-line for a 
day or so but as we age that recovery time gets 
longer and the afflictions more numerous.  This 
impacts some of us more than others but is certain 
to affect us all at some time.  Some of our brethren
have reached that point in their lives where their 
mobility or ability to get to lodge or even out of the
house is severely limited.  It is understandable that
these brethren would still want and need the 
fraternal interaction that makes Masonry the 
oldest and largest fraternity in existence.

If you could find it in your heart (and schedule) to 
visit a brother in need please don’t hesitate to call 
or email the Worshipful Master or the Chaplain.  
We will gladly provide you with a list of brethren 
that would enjoy your company and assistance.  If 
you know of a Brother who could use a visit or a 
ride to Lodge please let us know. 

Annual Lodge Picnic

The Kempsville Lodge Annual Picnic is scheduled 
for Saturday, September 14th from 12 to 3PM.  The 
menu hasn’t changed much and will certainly 
include Bar-B-Que brisket, burgers, hotdogs, sides 
and Nutty Buddies.  There are fun activities for our
younger Masonic family members including games 
and a bounce house. 

We are also asking everyone to bring one food item
per family to the picnic (or to make a small cash 
donation) for the food bank that the Lodge 
supports.
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Community Service

Kempsville Area Food Bank - Kempsville 
Masonic Lodge continues to collect food items and 
cash donations for a local church food pantry.

Donation items include canned foods of all kinds, 
rice, sugar, peanut butter, and instant milk.  Any 
money collected will go to the student lunch debt 
program for Kempsville borough schools.  You may 
drop off donations at the Lodge anytime the 
building is open.  Keep the contributions coming, 
it’s making a difference. 

Stratford Chase Park Cleanup – Kempsville 
Lodge continues to support our community by 
picking up trash at Stratford Chase Park.  Help is 
needed to support this small but worthwhile 
service.

Masons Moving Up the Ranks

Congratulations to Brothers Keith Ingraham and 
Sean Bray on their recent promotions. Brother 
Keith was recently promoted to the rank of Senior 
Chief Electronics Technician (ETCS), while Brother
Sean, an Aviation Ordnanceman First Class (AO1), 
was made a Chief Petty Officer Selectee and will 
pin on the Chief’s anchors in September. Anyone 
who is familiar with the United States Navy knows 
what a great accomplishment it is to make either 
Chief or Senior Chief. Well done to both of these 
hardworking, dedicated, and talented Brothers.
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